
Laidlaw 
Stables



Sweet Talkin Chip 
from Laidlaw 
Stables

• First and only Canadian Owned 

horse to be inducted into the 

NSBA Hall of Fame



2021 OQHBF

Sire of 

Excellence

Award Winner



A Case Study:

• To determine how 

EquineStraw performs 

against bagged and bulk 

shavings.



Bagged Wood Shavings



Bulk Wood Shavings



EquineStraw



Initial Results
• Ty – Bulk Wood Shavings

• Chip – Bagged Wood Shavings

• Zip - EquineStraw



Criteria for 
Horse Bedding 
Selection:

• Safe for horses
• Readily available
• Absorbent & comfortable
• Composts well
• Easy to store
• Easy to handle
• Dust/ allergen factors
• Maintenance on stall & barn 

areas
• Cost effective



Other Deciding 
Factors:

• Space & time available for 
receiving / purchasing

• Bedding storage - ongoing
• Waste disposal - ongoing
• Availability - consistencies
• Time & labor costs
• Amount of time the horse 

spends in the stall



Ideal 
Bedding 
Qualities:

• Should be soft, encouraging 
horses to lie down

• Should be dry, absorbent & user 
friendly

• Compost ability – as onsite 
usage or alternative potentials

• Economical (shipping costs 
increases price)



Bulk / loose 
Shavings

• Notoriously dusty
• Dust layers (fire hazard) created in buildings
• Aggravate respiratory problems
• Add storage / handling facilities & costs or 

added delivery costs & logistics planning
• Inconsistent particles with more shatters / 

splinters = sharp
• Availability – potential difficulties / 

interruptions



Bagged 
Shavings

• Easier to use
• Convenient to store
• Less dusty than bulk / loose 

shavings
• Improved consistency
• Supply channel problems, 

increasing, due to demands and 
lumber industry challenges



Equinestraw

• Very soft
• Aesthetically pleasing
• Softness / warmth –

encouraging lying down
• Bedding of choice for foaling
• Less dusty than wood products
• Wheat straw is fairly absorbent
• Forms a comfortable mat. Urine 

pools to bottom most layer
• Reduces ammonia odors



Final Cost Analysis:

Bulk Shavings

• Product Cost: $135.00 / V Box 
Wagon (225 Bu) = 58 x Wheelbarrow 
Loads

• $135.00 / 60 Days = $2.25 / Day / 
Stall – Bulk Shavings Product

• Labor Cost: $15.00 / Hour = $1.25 / 
5 Minutes

• 15 Minutes = $3.75 / Day / Stall –
Labor Costs (= Additional 
Wheelbarrow Trips)

Additional Cost: YES

• Added Handling, Machinery & 
Storage Area Costs 

Total Bulk Shavings Cost / Day =

$6.00

Bagged Wood Shavings

• Product Cost: 34 Bags x $7.50 = 
$255.00

• $255.00 / 60 Days = $4.25 /Day / 
Stall

• Labor Cost: $15.00 / Hour = $1.25 / 
5 Minutes

• 10 Minutes = $2.50 / Day / Stall –
Labor Costs

Additional Cost: Nil

• Total Bagged Shavings Cost / Day =

$6.75

Equinestraw

• Product Cost: 30 Bags x $10.00 = 
$300.00

• $300.00 / 60 Days = $5.00 /Day / 
Stall

• Labor Cost: $15.00 / Hour = $1.25 / 
5 Minutes

• 7 Minutes = $1.75 / Day / Stall –
Labor Costs (Stall Picking & Levelling = 
Quicker)

Additional Cost: Nil

• Total HealthiStraw Cost / Day =

$6.75


